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Aims 

 To trial the effectiveness of the Lexia Reading programme in helping increase 

levels of a group of students reading below cohort. 

 To determine an effective way of implementing a computer based reading 

programme. 

 

Method 

 Using midyear reading results (running records using PM benchmark and 

PROBE assessments) a group of year 5 and 6 students were selected for the 

programme. Selected students had all been on support programmes during their 

years at Owairaka and were still reading below cohort. At least four of the 

selected students displayed dyslexia type symptoms and one student had a 

previously undetected vision problem. 

 All students were tested using the Lexia Quick Reading Test to determine their 

start level for the programme. All students started at Lexia Foundation Reading 

Level 1 as it was clear from the Quick Reading Test that all had some gaps at this 

level. 

 Students were timetabled for 4 x 20 minute sessions per week in the Media 

Room with adult supervision and monitoring. 

 

Observations 

 As the programme is structured, repetitive and systematic it provides students 

with practice to reinforce skills.  

 The individualized scoring system engages students. 

 Knowledge is able to be embedded due to the programme’s recursive branching 

system. 

 Phonological knowledge is developed with decoding strategies and word 

recognition skills, this builds reading fluency and comprehension. 

 Working with this programme motivated students in a way that school had not 

been able to offer previously. 
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Results 

 

 

Student Ethnic group Reading age  
June 

Reading age 
November 

Gain in years 

HD Maori 8.5y (level 23) 11-12 y 2.5-3.5yrs 

WT Maori 8.5y (level 23) 10.5-11.5y 2-3 yrs 

PH Maori 8 y (level 20) 9-10y 1-2yrs 

GE Ethiopian 9y (level 24) 10-11 1-2yrs 

AH Somali 9 (level 24) 10  1y 

MN Samoan 7 (level 17) 8y (Level 21) 1y 

JP Niuean 7 y (level 16) 8 y(level 20) 1y 

LT Samoan 8.5y (level 22) 9y (level 24) 6m 

SM Indian 8y (level 20) 8.5 (level 22) 6m 

 

 

 

 

The students made gains of between 6 months to over 3 years using the programme 

on average 32mins a week over a 6 month period. 
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Results continued  

 Students that made the most improvement in reading levels had a greater 

command of English when beginning the programme. On analysis it seems that 

their experiences have been broader which has supported their vocabulary 

development and comprehension, this is reflected in their reading scores. 

 All students have built their decoding skills; this is reflected in their writing and 

decoding of text. The students that made progress of 6 months or a year in the 

six month trial period were identified as having a limited vocabulary which is a 

barrier to their learning. These five students all come from a non English speaking 

background. Although their reading progress was limited by difficulty with 

prediction of unknown words their ability to employ good decoding skills was 

clearly noted. 

 Students have been highly motivated to be independent learners and to stay on 

task while on the Lexia programme. The leveling within the programme gave 

them the ability to monitor their own progress. Class teachers all noted the 

positive attitude students had towards the programme and also commented on 

the positive shift in reading attitude. 

 Many students have had multiple support programmes throughout their 

schooling; Lexia provided an opportunity for them to respond enthusiastically to 

a new resource. 

 The reading progress of the students on the programme was significant. 

 Having the students work in the Media Room ensured that there were minimal 

distractions and the adult supervising was able to provide additional support 

when needed.  
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Student comments 

 “It has helped me with my spelling and my reading” 

 “I like going up the levels”, “I want to go up levels” 

 “It is easy to concentrate because I am wearing the headphones” 

 “I can focus on the game with the headphones on” 

 “I like repeating the things because then I can do them quicker” 

 “It is cool that I know straight away that I get something wrong or right” 

 

Conclusions 

 Most of the students made a reading age gain that was greater than the 6 month 

period of being on the programme. 

 The attitude of all students towards reading increased significantly. 

 The programme provided valuable individualized instruction to ‘at risk’ students 

and supplemented the class reading programme, with the shift in attitude 

students were more engaged in their class programme. 

 The programme was suitable for students with dyslexia, English Language 

Learners and those struggling with the demands of literacy. 

 An effective way to implement the programme is to have small supervised groups 

in the Media Room. 

 School would like to purchase 10 licences for 2010, this would enable 20 students 

(10 students for 2 terms each) to receive this valuable support. 

 

 


